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RE: Hause Bill 1289, Relative 1o Pennichiuck Brook and its watershed
Dlear Senator Ldel!

Thenk vou i0r L opporuniny o cammen L. HE 1289 which would eswblish land use resmenons and
other recuirements for the protection of Pennichuck Trook and 1 watershed. DES supparts ths legslaton and
wauld iixe to provide the commitiee with: the following miormation,

RSA 48524 currentiy provides DES wath the antirority 6 adopi rules s it may deen best o protect the
watcr or ice sunply against any dangerous contanunation.” DES has adopted such rules on a case-hy-case buss
o Purt Env-We 386, and readapted those rules with arnendments on Noveriber 22,2005, Cumently, Env-Ws
386,50 contiuns provisions tor the protechion of Pennichiuck Brook. which ¢ the prneipal water supply sourse
I Pennichnck Water Works, serving the ety of Nashea and portions of swrrounding communiiies.

“The watersied of Penntehuck Brook s kiphly duveioped, with a mix of subusian atel inereasiiply arban
Lol naer, DS considers amy develnpment o wiley sippiy watersied to represent it potental threar o the
guuiny of the water supn:y suusree. Studies by the Amenvan Witer Works Sssoctinion and the Trust for Fublh
L eate that derreiscr [orsst Cover N WA SUpplY witershed v assouted with thie peed lor more
srepent 0 THE THW WL I Order 1o e appuicsble standards for human consampiion, and

[onds

extensive Wy

serev L2ntiy ingler treaent 20sts

Fsronentty, the wend i domiang walet regulition lus been for inereasingiy strimgens auiehti-based waer

guulity stendards foran CVBTETWINE LIST 0 CONEMINANIS. NMahine matters more difficuli, the gsmiveior of

curtace waters with shloring comnpounds ereates prproducts which remselves pose o health nisk Theretore,
s e 1LY Bavirenmentu! Protechon Apency. andd the U5, water supply profession do not consider
centmuent alore 1o be e preterred approach 16 Cnsunng i drimiang water. The profened approach, the so
cobied muluple-harrier approadh, MelUGes SOUrse proweton as & key compement. Jn an wdeit enmnronment,
SCUTET PTOLICHON SUNSEs of nuantainny & waier supph watershed n s nateral state, o the real world, source

aritection s a balancing act myvalving u varety o oSt and olneatives,
A well-uecepled approseh 16 buinnciny waie? ¢ualy considerations with privine [ropery nehts s e jocus
il Lo Fvers, streamms, and other witier bodies,
caried in runoft, Thusas
sutales o other

ot Lhe PUEESKeryRUan o projeetan of lund tmmediutely ads
hecuuse the prowstion af such neffers 16 eflfective at reducing the losding ot pollut:
e appranch smphiasized by the N L Shoreiund Pravection Azt {RSA 483-Bianad il
dates linfortunatsty, RSA 283-B dogs not provide uny arotectior for Permchuck Hrook o s trbutarics

herguse they are no fourth-order sireams.
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Lund now or jormeriy awnozd by Penniechask Water Works [PWW) pravides praotecied bufier siong,
aortr e of Penmehnuei Breol ane the Fenmeliueh ponds under @ 19573 Public Unlites Comnussion arder, and
muriciaelinte n1 e walershiad fave exlaidishod bulfers moging T 28 W0 225 reen A TUYR Whatershed
smen: Plan propared bz conseitan for Ponmchuck Wates Wores evelawted the full runge of threaty
anic recrmmersled te protecuor of o a00-foor Tulier cone aronind the Pennichuer

ebilinaars

Facimg hr wiler suppiy.
pands wd 200 feet zlemp e,
10 protecting the Metropobier Diatnet’s water
W NS that weulld hove increased protestive setbacks o 230 Lol atong Pennictuck Brook, the ponds, and
thett mimtes, HIE 1289 s conststent with langiage contamed o dratt DES watershed rule which resuliad
o w nurher ot discassions wits DES. representatives 0! the watershed commuarianes {Nashue, Amhersg,
Foihs, Merrimack, and Mitford) snd the general publiz. DES considers the approach embodied w HB (28% w0
be sounc. Taken together wilk other efforts of PWW and the Ciiy of Nushue to protest Pennmichuck Brook, it
nrovides ImPOrtEnt protection for thy water sudply source serving Nashu and portions o! the surrounding

reietaries and weddands, nueonag the Commuonwealth of Massechusets upproach
suppiv sources. Ao 1994, PWW propusesd changes 10 Env-

[UASY ED

Thank vou again for the oppartumty (o commen: 0k this Jegeslation, If you have any questions or need
sddttianz’ miormalion, plezse do no hesitate o cail Sarzh Piilsbary a1 271-1168 or me g 271-3449.
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